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Per reaction energy release is about 10^7 greater than achievable by conventional hydrocarbon combustion. Jet flight is only about 10^2 faster than walking, and consider what effect that increase had on human social structure. Seven orders of magnitude change is of very great, and not really imaginable, fundamental importance and potential.
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See also summary table in Harms, p. 146. Pervasive engineering; engineering artifacts pervade society, e.g. through consumer goods, appliances, etc.


