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The academic year is divided into sessions, as shown on the chart below.

Most undergraduate students register for the Fall/Winter Session, which runs from September to April.

The Spring/Summer Session starts at the beginning of May and ends in early August.
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The 2008-2009 Academic Year Divided by Session and Term
The numbers on the left and right of each block are the respective start and end dates for that term.

Examination periods (where applicable) are included in this chart.

Sessional Dates

SESSIONAL AND CONVOCATION DATES
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Release from Liability
McMaster University reserves the right to change or revise

information contained in this Calendar, including the alter-
ation of fee structures, schedules and/or courses. The
University reserves the right to limit enrolment in, or admis-
sion to, any course or program at any level.

The University will not be liable for any interruption in, or
cancellation of, any academic activities as set forth in this
Calendar and related information where such interruption is
caused by fire, strike, lock-out, inability to procure materials
or trades, restrictive laws or governmental regulations, ac-
tions taken by the faculty, staff or students of the University
or by others, civil unrest or disobedience, or any other cause
of any kind beyond the reasonable control of the University.

University Policies
Acceptance of the University's policies, and changes that

may be approved from time to time by the Board of
Governors and the Senate, is a condition of being accepted
in any capacity in any University-controlled laboratory or
program. This includes, but is not limited to, the McMaster
University Intellectual Property Policy (http://ip.mcmaster.ca).

CONVOCATIONS
The exact time of the convocations

will be determined four months prior to the
specific convocation date.

Thursday, July 31, 2008
� Last day to file a Graduation Information Card

and declare a minor for Fall 2008 Convocations

Friday, November 21, 2008
� Fall 2008 Convocations (all Faculties)

Friday, February 27, 2009
� Last day to change programs for Spring 2009

Convocations

Friday, February 27, 2009
� Last day to file a Graduation Information Card and

declare a minor for Spring 2009 Convocations

Friday, May 22, 2009
� Health Sciences Convocation (excluding Nursing)

Monday, June 8 to Friday, June 12, 2009
� Spring Convocations

Friday, July 31, 2009
� Last day to file a Graduation Information Card

and declare a minor for Fall 2009 Convocations

Friday, November 20, 2009
� Fall 2009 Convocations (all Faculties)
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Term 1 Term 2 Term 3

To Be Announced

The following schedule applies to both full- and part-time students.

Sessional Dates for 2008-2009

Thursday, September 4

Monday, September 15

Monday, October 13

Monday, February 16
to Saturday, February 21

Friday, February 27

Friday, April 10

Wednesday, April 1
to  Wednesday, April 8

Tuesday, April 7

Wednesday, December 3
to Wednesday, December 17

Thursday, April 9
to Tuesday, April 28

Monday, June 22
to Thursday, June 25

Monday, January 5

Wednesday, January 14

—

Monday, February 16
to Saturday, February 21

Friday, February 27

Friday, April 10

Wednesday, April 1
to Wednesday, April 8

Tuesday, April 7

—

Thursday, April 9
to Tuesday, April 28

Monday, June 22
to Thursday, June 25

Thursday, September 4

Monday, September 15

Monday, October 13

—

Friday, November 7

—

Tuesday, November 25
to Tuesday, December 2

Monday, December 1

—

Wednesday, December 3
to Wednesday, December 17

Tuesday, February 17

to Friday, February 20

SESSIONAL DATES FOR 2008-2009

Spring/Summer Session 2009

Fall/Winter Session 2008-2009

� Registration (All Levels)

� Classes begin

� Last day for registration and
adding or dropping courses

� Thanksgiving Day: No classes

� Mid-term recess

� Last day for cancelling courses
without failure by default

� Good Friday: No classes or examinations

� Test and Examination ban:
No tests or examinations may be held

� Classes end

� Mid-Session Tests (Level I)

� Final Examinations

� Deferred Examinations

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3

Monday, May 4

Friday, May 8

Monday, May 18

Monday, July 6

Wednesday, July 1

Monday, August 3

Friday, August 7

December 2009

Examination period

Monday, May 4

Friday, May 8

Monday, May 18

Wednesday, June 3

__

__

Friday, June 19

December 2009
Examination period

� Classes begin

� Last day for registration and
adding or dropping courses

� Victoria Day: No classes

� Last day for cancelling courses
without failure by default

� Canada Day: No classes

� Civic Holiday: No classes

� Classes end

� Examinations

� Deferred Examinations

Monday, June 22

Friday, June 26

—

Wednesday, July 22

Wednesday, July 1

Monday, August 3

Friday, August 7

December 2009
Examination period

During class time, as arranged by instructor


